SPC FLOORING INSTALLATION/CARE INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY
BEFORE YOU BEGIN. IMPROPER INSTALLATION
CAN VOID THE WARRANTY.

TOOLSREQUIRED

Utility Knife

Tape Measure

Straight Edge

Spacers

Tapping Block

PullBar

Moisture Testing Gauge
Rubber Headed Mallet

Planks have attached Premium underlayment. DO NOT use additional
underlayment under SPC planks.

PRIOR TO INSTALLATION

Carefully check flooring material forany defects. Contact your
supplier immediately if any defect is found.

Defective planks should NOT be installed.

Werecommend allowing the planks to acclimate 24 to 48

hours prior toinstallation in a climate-controlled job site (see
recommended room temperatures below). Store boxes flat (never on
edge), withboxends opentoallow airflow,and nomore than3to5
boxes high.

Room temperaturebetween 65°F-85°F should be maintained fora
minimum of 48 hours before, during, and after installation.
Removequarterround, baseboard moldingor covebase.

Undercut doorway moldings the thickness of the flooring.
Cartonsmustbe stored horizontally atall times (never on edge) to
preventwarpingand protect thelocking systems. Stacknomore
than5boxes high.

Do notdrop - protect carton corners and edges from impact.
Dropping boxes on edges can causeinterior damage to thelocking
system.

Prepare substrate.

WOOD SUBSTRATES

A wood subfloor mustbe smooth, flat and free of movement and deflection.
Ifjoist spacing is more than 16" on center, a minimum of 1" total thickness of
subfloor is required. A 1/4"underlayment grade panel should be installed over
wood subfloor if the surface of the subfloor is not smooth and flat.

Recommended underlayments include:
APAUnderlayment Grade Plywood A-C, B-C or C-CPlugged, ACCUPLY,
SurePly, TECPLY, ULAY, C.S.A. (CanPly) and proboard

NOTE: Tomake the room appear larger, or if installing in very small
rooms or hallways, itis preferable tolay the planks parallel to thelongest
room dimension.

Basements and crawl spaces should be kept dry and well ventilated. Crawl
spaces musthaveaminimum of 18" from ground to underside of joists.
Exposed earth should be kept 100% covered by aminimum of 6-8 mil
black polyethylene vapor barrier and joints overlapped and sealed with a
moisture resistant tape.

CONCRETE SUBSTRATE

New concrete slab must cure for at least 90 days. SPC planks may

be installed over on grade, above grade or below grade concrete
subfloors. Concrete floors shall be constructed in accordance with the
American Concrete Institute (ACI) 302.1 Guide for Concrete Floor and Slab
Construction. Concrete shallbe finished and cured according to ACTand
haveaminimum compressive strength of 3500 psi. Installation of moisture
vapor barrieris recommended prior to pouring of on orbelow grade slabs.
Moisture vapor transmission shallnotexceed 6 Ibs./1000 sq.ft./24 hours per
ASTMF-1869 (Anhydrous Calcium Chloride Test). Moisture may alsobe

INSTALLATION

1. Beginlaying planks from theleft side of the starting wall and work to the
rightside. The tongue side of the plank should face the starting wall,

groove side should faceout.
2. Place5/16" (8.2mm) spacersbetween the shortand long side of the planks

and the wall. Always position one spacer between the wall and where the
planks’ end joints meet

3. Theendjoints of the planks in the first row are assembled by inserting
thetongueside into the groovesside of the previous plank atalow angle.
Gradually lower the plank down flat until the end joint closes, ensuring that
the planks are perfectly aligned, smooth, and level. If necessary, use amallet
and tapping block to gently tap down on the ends to firmly lock in the
end joints. It is important to ensure that both the plank ends are perfectly
aligned and level with each other. DONOT strike plank directly on the
surface as this can cause damage to the finish. Use the tapping block. Install
remaining full planks in first row.

4. Thelast plankin the first row will need tobe cut. Measure the distance
between the walland the surface of the last full plank. Subtract
5/16" (8.2mm) from this measurement toallow for the spacer. If this
measurement is less than 8" (20.3cm), the length of first plank in the row
mustbe cut. This will allow for alonger plank at the end of the row. The
first and last plank in each row must be at least 8" (20.3cm) in length.
Planks can be cut using a table saw or scored and snapped using a straight
edge and utility knife. Score the top surface of the plank a few times with a
utilityknife thensnap the plank onscoreline.Itmaybenecessary tothen
cut through the attached underlayment.

5. The remaining piece cut off from the last plank in the first row may serve as
the first plank in the second row provided it is at least 8" (20.3cm) long (See
D5). Always stagger end joints from row to row a minimum of 8" (20.3cm).

6. Installthelongside of the first plank of the second row. Remember to
placea5/16" (8.2mm) spacerbetween the wall and theshortside of the
plank. Insert the tonguesside into the groove side of the previous row ata
low angle and lower flat to the substrate (See D5).

7. Installthesecond plankin the second row. Position the long side of the
plank with the tonguesside overlapping the groove of the planks in the
previous row approximately 1/8".

8. Angletheendjointinto the previous plank. Angle the plank up and
gently push forward until the planklocksinto the previous row. Continue
installing remaining planksinsecond row. It is important to make sure
that the first two rows are straight and square as they can affect the
entire installation. Afterinstallingeachrow, usearubbermalletand
tapping block to gently tap the plankjoints into thejoints of the previous
row to ensure a tight fit and perfect alignment between end and side joints.
Any gapping or misalignment can affect the quality of the installation.

9. Thelastboard in each row should be cut to fit the end of the row, while still
maintainingthe5/16"expansion gap atthewall Here'show:

(1) Fliptheboard over (placing the groove to yourleft).

(2) Measure theboard to the size of the gap in the row.

(3) Mark and cut the board using a miter or table saw or score and
snap.

(4) Fliptheboard overand it willbe ready toinsertand be tapped
intoplace.

(5) Youmay use the remaining piece to begin the next row.

10.Usea pullbar tolock in thelast plank of a row and inthelast
rowof flooringbeinginstalled in the room.

11. Continue working from left to right, row by row. Be sure to maintain a
5/16" space around all walls and vertical objects and maintain a random
appearance. Offset end joints a minimum of 8" (20.3cm) from row to row.

tested according to ASTMF 2170 (Standard Test Method for Determining FINISHING THE INSTALLATION
Relative Humidity in Concrete Floor Slabs Using in situ Probes). When tested
according to this method, theinternal relative humidity shallnot exceed 85%.

Afterall plankshavebeeninstalled, removespacersfrom perimeter

SPC planks may be installed over gypsum based underlayments. of room.

¢ Installany transition moldings. Donot fastenany moldings through
EXISTING FLOORS the flooring.

¢ Predrillandinstall quarterround orbaseboard molding. Molding
SPC planksmay beinstalled over mostexistingsmooth, singlelayer, mustbesufficient size to coverthe5/16" (8.2mm) space. Donot
hardsurface oruncushioned resilientflooring. Check resilient flooring for fasten moldings through the flooring. Fastenintothe wall.
any curled areas around the perimeter or atseams and repair if necessary. Use ¢ Usea1/8"Masonitesheet to coverand protect the top of the flooring

agood quality cementitiousbased embossing levelertosmoothandfill the when moving heavy furniture or appliances into position.
existing floor. Donotinstall over carpet, cushioned backed resilient floor, or
any floating or loose-laid flooring.

Use proper floor protectors under the legs of furniture.

Post installation room temperature MUST be maintained between
65° F and 100° F (flooring temperature) Relative humidity must be

mantainedbetvean and 107

Place walk-off matsatall doorsleading to exteriors to help prevent

tracking of grit, dirt, and sand.

Donotsand, dry sweep, dry scrape, drill, saw, bead-blast or mechanically
chip or pulverize existing resilient flooring, backing, lining felt or
asphaltic “cutback” adhesive. These products may contain asbestos Fiber
orcrystallinesilica. Avoid creating dust. Inhalation of such dustisa MAINTENANCE
cancer and respiratory tract hazard. Smoking by individuals exposed to
asbestos Fibers greatly increases therisk of seriousbodily harm. Unless
positively certain thatthe productisanon-asbestos containing material,
youmust presumeit containsasbestos. Regulations may require that the
materialbe tested to determineasbestos content.

Please follow the recommendations in this guide to retain the freshlook and
protectthefinish.

¢+ Sweeporvacuum thefloorregularly. Useavacuum designed for
hard surfaces (if vacuum has abeater bar, it should be turned off).
SUBSTRATE PREPARATION + Wipeoffany spills with clean water and a damp (not wet) mop. Use
adry mop toremovesurplus water and then allow todry.
Usecleaners recommended for vinyl flooring. Donot use polishes,

¢ Allsubstrates mustbe dry, clean, smooth, flat, free from all existing

adhesive residues, and free from movement or deflection. waxes, abrasiveorammoniabased cleaners. Thesurfaceis dense
¢ Important:thesubstratemustbelevel within3/16"ina10-ft. radius. andnon porouswhich prevents cleaners from penetratingand this
Grind downany highspotsand fillany low spots. canbuild up aresidue on the surface which will collect dirt. Please
+ Fillandlevelall plywood seamsand concrete cracks, groutlines, checkany new cleaning agent on a small test patch of the floor in an
embossed patterns, constructionjoints, controljoints, depressions, inconspicuous area.
groovesorotherirregularities. Usealatex fortified, cementitious
patching compound. Immediately after installation of the floor, we recommend afirst cleaning
¢ Sweepand/orvacuumsubstratetoremoveall dustand debris. toremoveany dirtand debris caused by theinstallation process. Follow
instructions above.
GETTING STARTED
Pets with unclipped nails can damage your flooring. The sameis true forany
¢ SPCafloating floor and should notbe glued or nailed to the high-heeled shoes that donothave proper tips on the heels.
substrate.
+ SPCplanksareintended forindoor use only. GENERAL CARE & MAINTENANCE TIPS

Determineinwhich direction the planks willbe installed.
Environmental Factors
Avoidexposureto directsunlight for prolonged periods of time. During peak
sunlight hours, use drapes orblinds tominimize the direct sunlight on the

¢ Donotinstall cabinets on top of SPC planks. flooring. Mosttypes of flooring willbe affected by continuous strong sunlight.

+ Carefullymeasuretheroom todeterminesquarenessandalsoto Inaddition, excessive temperatures arenot good for resilient floors. Some
determine the width of the last row of planks. If the width of the natural ventilation or intermittentair conditioning in vacanthomes should be
lastrow of planksisless than 2" (50mm), excluding the tongue, considered. Long term continuousinside temperaturesover 95°F combined
thewidth of first row of planks will have tobe cutand adjusted withstrong direct sunlight will damagetheflooringand cause theinstallation
accordingly. to fail.

¢+ Aminimum 5/16" (8.2mm) expansion space is required around the
perimeter of the room and all vertical objects. Ifyour floor hasbeen exposed to excessive amounts of water dueto flooding,

¢ Inspectall planksforvisibledefects and damagebeforeand during SPCplanksarewaterproof. Simply removethewateras quicklyas
installation. Do not install damagedplanks. We will not accept possible. A dehumidifier should be promptly turned onin the room toreduce
responsibility forclaimson flooringinstalled withobvious defects. the moisturelevels back tonormal. Donot dry theroom below the normal
Duringinstallation, inspect the grooveareaof the plank and moisture level that existed previously.
removeany debris thatmay prevent properassembly of planks. i

¢+ Awide variation in color and textureis designed into this Dog & Animal Care
product toenhanceitsnaturalappearance. Pull alternate planks Keepnails clipped. Dogs running through the house can scratch any finish. Put
froma minimum of 5boxes toblend the variations for the best amatdown tostand between your pet’swaterdishand your floor.
natural appearance. i

+ Moldingsaredesigned to color coordinate with the overalllook AreaRugBackings
of the floor. Due tothemany color and texture variations Onlyrugs with anaturalbacking (i.e, felt) are safefor SPC flooring. Avoid
designed intoeach plank, ‘exactmatches’ arenot possible. Color rugs witharubber or abrasive backing, as these can damage or discolor a floor.

and texture variations between planks and moldings are not
considered defective. Floor Protectors
Usefeltprotectorsunderlegs of chairsand furniture. Non-abrasive, felt-backed
. . . . productsarebest. Rubber or plastic products can damage and discolor your
Limited Residential & Commercial SPC Warranty floor. Caster wheeled chairs should have wide, rubber casters. Non-staining

. . protectivematsarerequired underrolling chairs.
The manufacturer extends a 25 year residential warranty and an 8

year Commercial warranty to the original end consumer for the RemovingScuffMarks
following conditions: Ifscuff marks cannot be removed using a damp rag, stubborn scuffs can
- The Surface will not wear through under normal use. be removed by the use of a tennisball or pencil eraser. Gently rub in long
- The design will not fade under normal use as determined by the directionofplank.
manufacturer.
- The panel joints will remain secure after proper installation. Floor Cleaning

During the cleaning process, rinse applicator often in aseparate pail of clean
“A gap must also be provided around pipes or at thresholds or water. A dirty applicator can spread dirt to other areas, causing streaks and
obstacles. For rooms up to 25 ft. (7.6m) wide and 40 ft. (12.2m) haziness. Remember: use adamp (never wet) applicator—squeeze outsurplus
long, allow between 5/16 in. and 3/8 in. (8mm-12mm) for waterand ensure thatthe residual waterevaporates from the floor within one
expansion along each wall. For rooms over 25 ft. (7.6m) wide or minute. If it takes longer, there is too much moisture on the applicator.
over 40 ft. (12.2m) long, an additional expansion joint must be
inserted. Expansion joints are also required in doorways, and MovingAppliances
between adjoining rooms or areas where adjacent flooring is When moving heavy items, such as appliances, slide a 1/8" Masonite sheet under

installed. Use a T-molding to cover the expansion joint.” theheavy objectsto prevent floor damage.



